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THE  LIBRARY'S  ROLE 


The  State  Library  is  a  government  and 
public-affairs-oriented  library  specially 
geared  to  meet  the  information  and  research 
requirements  of  the  executive  and  legislative 
branches  of  the  State's  government.  It 
serves  as  a  depository  for  the  printed  docu- 
ments of  the  Commonwealth  government 
and  assists  in  disseminating  these  publica- 
tions and  information  about  them  to  other 
libraries.  The  library  also  serves  as  a  princi- 
pal resource  on  the  history  of  Massachusetts 
and  its  local  communities. 

The  State  Archives  are  under  the  separate 
jurisdiction  of  the  Secretary  of  State  and  are 
responsible  for  preserving  the  written 
record  of  the  government  of  the  Common- 
wealth. Some  important  archival  documents 
on  loan  from  the  State  Library  are  displayed 
in  the  Archives  Museum.  The  archives 
search  room  is  located  in  Room  49  of  the 
State  House. 


THE  LIBRARY'S  GOVERNANCE 

The  State  Library  is  an  independent  state 
agency  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  Educational  Affairs.  It  is  governed 
by  a  board  of  trustees,  three  of  whom  are 
citizens  appointed  by  the  Governor.  The 
President  of  the  Senate  and  the  Speaker  of 
the  House  serve  on  the  board  ex-officio. 

The  library  is  managed  by  the  State 
Librarian,  who  is  appointed  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, and  a  professional  and  supportive 
staff  who  are  appointed  under  the 
provisions  of  the  state's  civil  service  laws. 


THE  LIBRARY'S  COLLECTIONS 


The  library's  collections  reflect  its  basic 
purpose.  It  is  strong  in  the  areas  of  public 
law,  public  affairs,  and  state  and  local 
history.  These  are  also  the  fields  in  which 
the  library  is  currently  collecting. 


GOVERNMENT  PUBLICATIONS 

The  State  Library  has  the  most  complete 
collection  of  the  publications  of  the  govern- 
ment of  Massachusetts  in  existence.  Its 
collection  of  legislative  documents  and 
journals  (some  of  them  unique)  extend 
back  to  the  17th  century.  The  library  makes 
an  intensive  effort  to  collect  all  publications 
issued  by  Massachusetts  state  executive 
agencies.  The  files  of  town,  city,  and  county 
reports  reach  back  in  complete  sets  into  the 
19th  century. 

The  State  Library  has  been  a  selective 
depository  for  federal  publications  for  over 
one  hundred  years.  The  congressional 
documents  including  the  journals,  hearings, 
and  reports,  are  especially  complete.  Those 
publications  of  federal  executive  agencies 
which  relate  to  state  government  are  collec- 
ted and  are  accessible  through  many  excel- 
lent indexes. 

The  publications  of  other  states  and 
countries  are  collected  when  their  subject 
matter  relates  to  similar  interests  and  prob- 
lems in  Massachusetts  and  New  England. 


LAW  COLLECTION 


The  law  collection  emphasizes  public  law 
as  contrasted  to  the  law  of  private  practice. 
The  library  nnaintains  up-to-date  sets  of  the 
West  Reporter  and  Digest  Series,  American 
Law  Reports,  Shepherd's  Citation  Series, 
and  many  current  legal  loose-leaf  services. 
The  collection  also  includes  standard  legal 
encyclopedias  and  dictionaries,  as  well  as 
textbooks,  treatises,  and  other  com- 
prehensive materials  on  the  development, 
history  and  current  practice  of  law  as  it  re- 
lates to  government.  The  collection  of  law 
journals  is  sizeable  and  these  are  carefully 
indexed  in  a  number  of  printed  sources. 

The  library's  coverage  of  Massachusetts' 
law  is  complete  both  historically  and  cur- 
rently. This  includes  the  most  complete  and 
up-to-date  set  of  rules  and  regulations  of 
Massachusetts  state  agencies. 


The  decisions  of  the  other  states'  higher 
courts  and  the  statutes  and  session  laws  of 
all  50  states  are  as  current  as  possible. 


There  is  complete  coverage  of  federal  law 
including  the  U.S.  Code,  U.S.  Statutes-at- 
Large,  public  laws  and  slip  laws,  the  Code 
of  Federal  Regulations,  the  Federal 
Register,  and  the  Weekly  Compilation  of 
Presidential  Documents.  There  is  also 
complete  coverage  of  all  written  decisions 
of  the  federal  courts. 


FINANCIAL  AND  BUSINESS  SERVICES 


The  reference  collection  includes  the 
complete  Moody  Investors  Services,  and  the 
Standard  and  Poor,  and  Dun  and  Bradstreet 
directories.  For  even  more  current  informa- 
tion Barrons,  Banker  and  Tradesman,  and 
the  Commercial  and  Financial  Chronicle 
are  also  received  currently. 


PAMPHLET  AND  OTHER  MISCELLANEOUS 
COLLECTIONS 


The  Information  File  contains  material 
relevant  to  the  concerns  of  government. 
Publishers  of  this  material  include  other 
states  and  countries,  private  research 
groups,  professional  associations,  colleges 
and  universities  and  lobbies,  businesses  and 
industries.  New  material  is  added  to  the  file 
daily.  A  subject  index  with  cross  references 
provides  easy  access  to  the  collection. 


The  telephone  directory  collection  in- 
cludes a  complete  set  of  Massachusetts 
directories,  the  50  state  capitols,  and  other 
major  cities  of  the  U.S.  Directories  for 
foreign  cities  include:  London,  Mexico  City, 
Ottawa,  Paris,  Montreal  and  Rome.  The 
library  also  holds  extensive  collections  of 
both  current  and  historic  directories  for 
Massachusetts  cities  and  towns  dating  back 
to  1789. 


The  college  catalog  collection  contains 
current  information  on  the  nnajor  colleges 
and  universities  in  the  United  States,  and  all 
accredited  Massachusetts  institutions  of 
higher  learning.  Descriptive  literature  and 
course  information  for  law  schools  accred- 
ited by  the  American  Bar  Association  is  also 
included  in  this  collection. 

LEGISLATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  FILE 

There  is  available  at  the  library  an 
alphabetical  card  catalog  of  all  persons  who 
have  served  in  the  General  Court  and  state 
constitutional  conventions  since  1780  -  giv- 
ing for  each  the  main  details  of  birth,  death, 
residence,  occupation  and  service  in  the 
General  Court.  This  file  is  kept  current. 


So        literature*  chap.v, 

SECTION  II. 

Encouragement  of  LITE- 
RATURE, &c. 

WISDOM,  and  knowledge, 
as  well  as  virtue,  diffufed 
generally  among  the  body  of  the 
people,  being  necefiaiy  for  the 
prefervation  of  their  rights  and  lib- 
erties ;  and  as  thefe  depend  on 
fpreading  the  opportunities  and 
advantages  of  education  in  the  va- 
rious parts  of  the  countiy,  and 
among  the  different  orders  of  the 
people,  it  fhall  be  the  duty  of  leg- 
iflatures  and  magiftrates,  in  all  fu- 
ture periods  of  this  Common- 
wealth, to  cherilTi  the  interefts  of 
literature  and  the  fciences,  and  all 


HISTORY  COLLECTION 


Heavy  emphasis  in  the  library's  collection 
has  been  placed  on  Massachusetts  history. 
The  result  is  a  very  complete  file  of  in- 
formation dating  from  the  earliest  days  of 
the  Bay  Colony.  Among  its  collections  are 
such  items  as  18th  century  regimental  order- 
ly books,  scores  of  Revolutionary  period 
almanacs,  original  manuscript  records  of  the 
General  Court,  correspondence  of  the  gov- 
ernors, and  many  early  broadsides.  Fore- 
most in  its  collection  of  Massachusetts  his- 
tory is  the  original  manuscript  written  by 
Gov.  William  Bradford  relating  to  the  history 
of  Plymouth  Colony  from  its  inception  in 
1602  up  to  1647. 

The  collection  of  town  and  county 
histories  and  items  of  special  interest  to 
local  history  is  the  strongest  in  the  state. 

MAP  COLLECTION 

Included  in  the  map  collection  are  world 
atlases  dating  from  1636  to  the  present.  An 
additional  number  deal  solely  with  the 
American  continent  from  1776  to  the  pre- 
sent. The  file  of  Massachusetts  city  and 
county  atlases  and  roll  maps  is  extensive. 

The  library  also  collects  modern  maps  of 
the  New  England  region.  Included  are  the 
U.S.  Geological  Survey's  topographic  quad- 
rangles for  all  of  New  England,  and  New 
York,  and  land  use  maps  of  Massachusetts 
prepared  by  the  University  of 
Massachusetts. 

******** 
Illustration  from  Chap.  V,  Sec.  II. 

The  Constitution  or  Frame  of  Government  for  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  ...  ratified  by  the 
people  ...  1780.  Printed  at  Worcester,  Mass.  by  Isaiah 
Thomas  ...  1787. 


NEWSPAPER/PERIODICAL  COLLECTIONS 


The  library  receives  weekly  and  daily 
newspapers  from  across  the  Common- 
wealth and  the  nation. 

Of  vast  importance  to  researchers  is  the 
library's  index  to  all  leading  Boston  news- 
papers which  lists  articles  on  Massachusetts 
people,  places  and  government.  There  are 
also  available  printed  indexes  to  the 
Christian  Science  Monitor,  New  York 
Times  and  Wall  Street  Journal. 


The  library  has  on  microfilm  back  files  of 
the  Boston  Globe  (since  1872),  the  Boston 
Herald  Annerican  and  its  predecessors 
(since  1881),  The  Worcester  Telegram 
(since  1962),  the  Springfield  Union, 
Republican  and  Daily  News  (since  1963), 
the  Christian  Science  Monitor  (since  1953) 
and  the  Wall  Street  Journal  (since  1970). 

The  library's  collection  of  18th  and  19th 
century  newspapers  published  in  Boston 
and  other  Massachusetts  localities  is  one  of 
the  largest  available. 

Over  1,000  periodical  or  journal  titles  are 
received  currently  by  the  library  in  the  fields 
of  the  library's  specialization.  Retrospective 
files  of  many  of  these  titles  are  available  on 
microfilm.  The  library's  collection  is  also 
rich  in  files  of  19th  century  periodicals  pub- 
lished in  Boston. 


THE  LIBRARY'S  SERVICES 
AND  POLICIES 


REFERENCE 

Reference  and  advisory  assistance  is  avail- 
able at  the  library's  infornnation  desk.  The 
State  Library,  however  is  unable  to  provide 
extensive  research  service.  The  growing 
volume  of  .requests  for  research  assistance 
renders  the  extension  of  such  services  im- 
possible. 


INTERLIBRARY  LOAN 

Material  not  available  in  the  State  Library 
will  be  borrowed  from  area  libraries  for  in- 
dividuals needing  such  materials  in  pursuit 
of  their  state  duties.  The  amount  of  time 
usually  required  to  process  interlibrary  loan 
requests  is  from  7  to  10  days. 


LOAN  POLICY 

Anyone  who  is  a  permanent  noninstitu- 
tional  employee  of  the  Commonwealth  may 
borrow  limited  materials  from  the  State 
Library.  (State  hospital  and  college  and 
university  staff  should  make  requests 
through  interlibrary  loan).  Identification  for 
name  and  address  must  be  shown.  Ac- 
ceptable identification  are  a  state  em- 
ployee's ID  card,  or  a  letter  signed  by  an  of- 
ficer of  the  Commonwealth,  or  a  member  of 
the  General  Court  accepting  responsibility 
for  the  borrowed  material. 

Material  may  be  borrowed  for  a  period  of 
two  weeks  and  may  be  renewed  for  an  ad- 
ditional two-week  period. 


GENEALOGICAL  RESEARCH 


The  State  Library  does  not  perform 
genealogical  research.  The  New  England 
Historic  Genealogical  Society  is  the  major 
resource  in  the  Boston  area  for  such 
inquiries.  All  requests  for  information 
should  be  directed  to  the  society  at  101 
Newbury  Street,  Boston,  MA.  02155. 


PHOTOCOPYING  POLICY 

A  maximum  of  15  copy  prints  per  day 
may  be  made  on  the  Xerox  copier  and 
microfilm  reader-printer  for  state  officials. 
Copying  will  be  limited  to  materials  in  the 
library's  collection,  i.e.,  laws,  bills,  court 
reports,  government  publications,  period- 
icals, or  newspaper  articles.  No  charge  will 
be  made  for  these  copies,  if  they  are 
required  in  the  pursuit  of  official  state 
duties. 

A  coin-operated  copier  located  in  the 
main  reading  room  is  available  for  public 
use.  Change  to  operate  the  copier  may  be 
obtained  in  the  State  Treasury,  Room  227. 

Requests  by  mail  for  photocopies 
(maximum  15  prints)  will  be  made  at  a 
charge  of  15c  per  page  or  $1.00  minimum. 
Requests  for  copies  costing  more  than  $1.00 
require  prepayment  before  copies  are  sent. 

Requests  by  mail  for  photocopies  from 
microfilm  require  prepayment  with  $1.00 
minimum  charge  before  material  is  sent.  The 
charge  for  such  copy  work  is  50c  per  print. 


PUBLICATIONS 


The  State  Library  issues  regularly  four 
publications: 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
Publications  Received  by  the 
Massachusetts  State  Library,  monthly. 

Massachusetts  Executive  Department 
Publications,  annual.  An  annual 
cumulation  of  the  publications  in- 
cluded in  the  above  monthly  listing. 

Massachusetts  Material,  monthly. 
A  list  of  selected  recent  publications 
about  Massachusetts,  its  people  and  its 
affairs,  which  have  been  acquired  by 
the  State  Library. 

Recent  and  Interesting,  monthly.  A 
list  of  selected  articles  or  publications 
about  current  public  affairs  or  subjects 
under  considerable  public  discussion 
which  have  been  acquired  by  the  State 
Library. 


The  library  also  from  time-to-time  com- 
piles short  bibliographies  or  reading  lists  on 
subjects  of  current  interest  to  government. 

Libraries  or  organizations  wishing  to 
receive  any  of  the  above  should  send  their 
request  to  the  library. 


HOURS 


Monday  through  Friday: 
8:45  AM  —  5:00  PM 
Saturdays,  Sundays,  Holidays:  Closed. 


New  Year's  Day,  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.  Day, 

Washington's  Birthday,  Evacuation  Day, 
Patriots'  Day,  Memorial  Day,  Bunker  Hill  Day, 
Independence  Day,  Labor  Day, 
Columbus  Day,  Veterans'  Day, 
Thanksgiving  Day,  Christmas  Day. 

TELEPHONE  NUMBERS  (Area  Code  617) 

Information/Reference  Desk  727-2590 

Interlibrary  Loan  727-2590 

Loan  Desk  727-2590 

Newspaper/Periodical  Desk  727-2594 

State  Government  Publications  727-6279 

State  Librarian's  Office  727-2592 


LIBRARY  HOLIDAYS 


341  State  House 
Boston  MA  02133 
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